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Thomas James Tolliver was born on 6 Jul 1933 in 

Washington, Missouri.  Tom was a pilot (age 17) and 

was in a crop dusting business with his father, C. J. 

(Jim) Tolliver.  Tom’s mother was Vera Fink.  After 

graduating from Union High School in 1951, Tom 

attended Harris Teacher’s College at St. Louis, Mo., 

and the University of Missouri at Columbia, Mo.  At his 

home in Union, Missouri, Tom received a draft notice 

postmarked 4 Dec 1953 ordering him to report for 

induction 4 Jan 1954.  But his older sister, Patricia 

(Pat), told him not to open the letter and took him right 

down to the recruiter to enlist in the Air Force (Dec 

1953).  A couple of months later, he 

was ordered
1
 to the 3741

st
 Preflight 

Training Squadron at Lackland AFB, 

Texas, and appointed as Aviation 

Cadet (A/C, Class 55-N) effective 13 

Feb 1954.  The rank of Aviation 

Cadet has a Staff Sergeant’s pay level 

(E-4).  This also changed his 

Air Force serial number 

from AF17382817 to 

AD17382817 and provided 

his primary and duty AFSC 

(Air Force Specialty Code) 

of 99011.  He completed the 

524-hour Preflight training 

course successfully and was 

assigned
2
 to Bartow Air 

Base in Florida on 22 May 

1954 for Primary flight 

training in the 150 hp PA-18 

Super Cub (above) for 20 

flying hours and the 600 hp 

T-6G Texan (left) for 120 

flying hours. 

 

                                                 
1
 Special order 33, Headquarters, USAF Pre-flight School (ATC), Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas, 15 Feb 1954. 

2
 Special order 88, 3700

th
 Personnel Processing Squadron, Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas, 6 May 1954. 

A/C Thomas J. Tolliver 

Bartow AB in T-6G Cockpit 
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Tom graduated from 

Primary Pilot Training 

on 4 Nov 1954 and was 

transferred to the 3531
st
 

Student Squadron, 3530
th

 

Pilot Training Wing, 

Bryan AFB, Texas, for 

Basic Single Engine 

school in the 800 hp 

T-28A Trojan (left) for 

40 flying hours and the 

4,600-lbs thrust T-33A Shooting Star (below), called T-bird, for 80 flying hours.  His flight 

instructor there was 2nd Lt. John Fergus.  Tom was a good pilot and so graduated from Basic 

Single Engine School on 16 

May 1955 and on that date was 

commissioned a 2
nd

 Lt. in the 

Air Force Reserve and 

awarded the 

aeronautical rating of 

Pilot. 

 

2/Lt. Tom Tolliver’s first assignment as a pilot was to remain 

at Bryan AFB and be an Instructor Pilot in the T-33 T-bird.  

He went TDY (temporary duty) to Craig AFB, Alabama, for 

Basic Instructor School, graduating there on 13 Aug 1955.  At 

Craig AFB he flew both the T-28 and T-33, but mostly the 

T-33, getting his first Instructor Pilot time there.  He returned 

to Bryan AFB, Texas to begin instructing students in the T-33 

for about 3 years. 

 

In the spring of 1955, Tom’s mother, Vera Fink Tolliver, died.  

Aviation cadets were required to be single.  Thus it was after 

pilot graduation and commissioning as a USAF officer when 

Tom married Marilyn Joan, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. G. W. Held of New Haven, Mo.  They had 

son James Travis Tolliver, born 29 Feb 1956 at Bryan AFB, Texas. 

 

2/Lt. Thomas J. Tolliver 

Graduation 16 May 1955 
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Tom was attending Texas A&M University at night working toward a Bachelor of Science 

degree. 

“Number four, you are too loose.  Bring it in to wing tip clearance.” 
 

On 16 Nov 1956, 2/Lt. Thomas J. Tolliver was promoted to 1
st
 Lieutenant and pinned on 

his silver bars. 

 

In May 1958, Tom was offered a regular commission in the Air Force, the same as 

Academy graduates get.  This changed his serial number from AO3040493 to 51302A and gave 

him some security with an Air Force career. 

 

In 1958, Tom was reassigned to the 3501
st
 Pilot Training Squadron 

at Reese AFB, Lubbock, Texas.  There, Rebecca Sue (Becky) 

Tolliver and Thomas Karl (Tom) Tolliver were born on 23 August 

1958 and 4 Dec 1959, respectively.  Reese AFB had previously 

been a Basic Multi-engine school training in B-25s.  So what was 

Tom doing there with his T-33 experience?  A little Reese AFB 

history tells the story. 

In 1952, Air Training Command (ATC) implemented a four-phase 

training program: pre-flight, primary, basic, and crew causing 

Reese AFB to provide B-25 training under the name of Basic 

Multi-Engine School.  But in 1959, ATC began phasing out its last 

World War II trainer, the TB-25 Mitchell, which was used for 

multi-engine training.  With the graduation of the last B-25 class at Reese in January 1960, 

specialized undergraduate pilot training came to an end and generalized training began.  The 

T-33 Shooting Star replaced the B-25 as the basic trainer aircraft, ushering in the jet age at 

Reese.  The T-33, a single-engine jet, was the only training aircraft at Reese from January 1959 
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until the T-37 Tweet arrived in March 1961.  Then Reese assumed full responsibility for training 

pilots through preflight, primary, and basic phases.  About this time, Air Training Command 

began the new undergraduate pilot training program.  The command closed its civilian contract 

primary training program and moved all pilot training in-house.  The last class with aviation 

cadets, Class 62-B, graduated on 14 Sep 1961.  Since then, students arriving for pilot training 

already held their commission as officers. 

 

Thus, 1/Lt. Thomas Tolliver had arrived at Reese AFB for another assignment as a T-33A 

Instructor Pilot.  He continued his college work toward a Bachelor of Science degree at night 

school at nearby Texas Tech University in Lubbock.  By 1960, his college credits totaled about 2 

years worth, so he applied to the Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) for a 2-year 

scholarship.  His scholarship request was approved for AFIT’s civilian institutions program and 

he was assigned to Arizona State University in 1960 to complete a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Mechanical Engineering.  While at Arizona State, Tom kept up his flying skills by flying the 

T-33A T-bird, first at Williams AFB and then later at Luke AFB. 

 

Tom was promoted to Captain on 15 Oct 1961 while attending Arizona State 

University pinning on his double silver bars. 

 

Capt. Thomas J. Tolliver completed his degree at Arizona State, graduating 

with distinction in 1962 with a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering.  

One might ask, what is it that mechanical engineers study?  Tom earned A grades in most of the 

technical courses, including Analytical Geometry, Calculus, Differential Equations, Engineering 
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Mechanics, Electrical Networks, Thermodynamics, Engineering Statistics, Engineering 

Measurements, Rocket Propulsion, Rocketry, Human Factors of Space Travel, Technical 

Communications, Mechanical Orbits and Trajectories, Mechanical Engineering Lab, Fluid 

Mechanics, and Heat Transfer.  Obviously, Tom excels as an engineer.  Engineers are a special 

breed of people.  Besides being technically trained, they love the application of their knowledge. 

 

After graduating in 1962, Capt. Tolliver was assigned TDY 

to the F-101B Interceptor Improvement Program at 

McDonnell Aircraft based at Lambert Field near St. Louis, 

Missouri in route to his new PCS (Permanent Change of 

Station) assignment with the Air Force Missile 

Development Center at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.  

From 1963 to 1966, McDonnell F-101Bs were upgraded 

under the Interceptor Improvement Program, also known as 

“Project Bold Journey”, with a fire control system 

enhancement against hostile ECM and an infrared sighting 

and tracking (IRST) system in the nose in place of the in-

flight refueling probe. 

 

Since his wife Marilyn’s parents lived near St. Louis, the family stayed with them and Tom was 

home to the family every night during this TDY.  This is where Tom checked out as an F-101B 

Voodoo pilot since it was involved in his project.  See the Voodoo below. 

After New Year’s Day 1963, Tom proceeded to Holloman AFB, New Mexico with his family to 

settle into his new PCS assignment.  Holloman was the Air Force Missile Development Center 
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and their missile test range was called White Sands Missile Range.  The F-101B was a two-seat 

twin-engine-jet (34,000 lbs thrust in afterburner) aircraft with flight controls in the front seat 

only.  The rear seat was filled by an operator of the radar and other targeting equipment, and 

Capt. Robert M. (Bob) Daly was assigned to this duty as part of Capt. Tolliver’s crew in 1962 

through early 1965.  The dates including 1962 means that they started as an F-101B crew 

together at McDonnell Aircraft at Lambert Field near St. Louis.  Note: McDonnell Aircraft did 

not merge with Douglas Aircraft until 1967. 
 

The F-101B Voodoo interceptor was a highly successful Air Force project.  The Air Force 

bought 479 F-101B Voodoo two-seat interceptor aircraft which were capable of Mach 1.4. 
 

On 27 Nov 1963, Capt. Tolliver also began checking out as pilot in the F-100 Super Sabre 

fighter (below) at Holloman AFB.  He would continue flying the F-100 along with his F-101B 

and later RF-4C projects until mid-1965. 

In 1964, Capt. Tom Tolliver was assigned to a new project as engineer on the RF-4C.  The 

RF-4C was a very fast (mach 2.2) reconnaissance aircraft to be developed by modifying the 

Navy’s F-4 carrier fighter.  Tom was first sent to McDonnell Aircraft Company in St. Louis to 

take their RF-4C Development Engineering Course, graduating there on 6 Jul 1964.  The Air 

Force Missile Development Center then established a 15-person RF-4C Evaluation Study Group 

which included Tom.  Since the Navy was flying F-4s from their carriers, they asked for a visit to 

look at F-4 operations.  The Navy invited them to visit the USS Independence aircraft carrier 

which was currently cruising in the Atlantic Ocean with F-4s aboard off the U.S. east coast south 

of Maine. 
 

The Navy would provide the transportation to the carrier.  In those days, they were using the 

C-1A Trader for that duty (see the photo on the next page) which could carry only nine 

passengers, thus two of these aircraft were used for the 15-person evaluation group. 
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Above, the Navy C-1A Trader. 

 

Below, the 15-person USAF RF-4G Evaluation Study Group (eight officers and seven civilians) 

on the USS Independence aircraft carrier.  Official U.S. Navy Photograph, 21 Aug 1964.  Capt. 

Tom Tolliver is directly behind the civilian sitting down wearing a white shirt. 
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Above, F-4s on the USS Independence flight deck. 

Below, four F-4s in launch positions on the USS Independence aircraft carrier. 
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Capt. Tolliver was 

assigned as a Project 

Engineer on the 

McDonnell RF-4C 

Phantom II Acceptance 

Program working on the 

radio and radar systems.  

His boss was Maj. 

Richard Corbett (now a 

retired Colonel in 

Albuquerque).  Maj. 

Corbett flew the first 

RF-4C Phantom II  into 

Holloman (see the photo 

above).  The photo at left 

is of the Tollivers posing 

in front of that RF-4C 

(Marilyn, Becky, Jim, 

Tom K.. & Capt. Tom).  

Besides Maj. Corbett and 

Capt. Daly and his wife 

Judy, one of Tom’s best 

friends was Capt. George 

Fey (d. 1980), who may 

also have been an F-101 

backseater.  Judy Daly 

was an elementary school 

teacher and was Tom’s 

son James’ 2
nd

 grade 

teacher at Holloman. 

 

In May 1965, Tom 

received orders to report to O-1 Forward Air Control school in Florida in July for training prior 

to a 12-month Vietnam assignment.  So in the first week of June, the Air Force Missile 

Development Center threw a going away party for Tom.  See the photo on the next page. 
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They gave him a going 

away gift.  The words on 

the inside of the box lid 

read “Knives and 

Compass” (for his survival 

kit in Vietnam). 

 

On the morning of 7 Jun 

1965, Tom flew his last 

flight in the F-100 Super 

Sabre at Holloman, and 

that afternoon, headed to 

St. Louis from 

Albuquerque to meet his 

pregnant wife Marilyn 

there.  He had sent 

Marilyn ahead with Becky 

on the airlines to have her 

baby at her mother’s 

place.  Tom was driving 

with his two sons, James 

and Thomas, and they 

stopped that night in 

Oklahoma City.  He 

checked in by phone and 

found that he had a new 

daughter, Sarah Jane, born 

7 Jun 1965 in the same 

hospital that Tom was 

born in at Washington, 

Missouri.  She probably 

doesn’t know she was 

born on the last day he 

flew the F-100 Super Sabre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left, O-1 

Forward 

Air 

Controller. 
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Capt. Tom Tolliver had orders to report to Eglin Air Force Auxiliary 9 (Hurlburt Field), Florida, 

in July 1965 for O-1 Forward Air Controller (FAC) training.  Tom completed O-1F ground 

school on 14 Jul 1965 and one of his class mates there was Capt. David Benson (more on him 

later).  Tom completed Phase I checkout in the O-1 after 8 hours flying time on 19 Jul 1965 and 

Phase II FAC training (putting fighters on targets) in the O-1 on 27 Jul 1965 making him a 

“combat ready O-1 pilot.”  He and Capt. David Benson were assigned as Forward Air 

Controllers to the 6250
th

 Combat Support Squadron, 6250
th

 Combat Support Group, 13
th

 Air 

Force in Vietnam with a one week layover at Clark Air Base in the Philippines to attend Jungle 

Survival School.  When they arrived in Vietnam on 30 Aug 1965, they gave Tom and David a 

combat orientation course which takes about a week or two consisting of briefings, munitions 

loading training (certified in O-1F marking rocket loading 9 Sep 1965), and practicing short field 

landings in the O-1.  Then Tom and Capt. David Benson were assigned to the 20
th

 Tactical Air 

Support Squadron (20
th

 TASS) at Da Nang air base in I Corps where they would begin their 

Forward Air Controller missions. 

 

On 18 Sep 1965, 19 days 

after arriving in Vietnam, 

Captains Tom Tolliver 

and David Benson were 

passengers on a C-130A 

Hercules (left), Tail # 55-

038 on their way to the 

20
th

 TASS at Da Nang, 

when the C-130 crashed 

into the water (see below) 
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attempting to make a visual approach to land at Qui Nhon air base in low clouds and rain.  The 

C-130A, 35
th

 Troop Carrier Squadron, call sign “Abner 79,” had taken off from Tan Son Nhut 

AB at Saigon with five crew members, five passengers, and 27,900 lbs of cargo on a tactical 

emergency mission to Qui Nhon air Base, RVN, 233 miles to the northeast on the coast.  It was 

an hour and 10 minute flight at 11,000 feet.  Starting at 500 feet altitude, the aircraft made a 

steep left turn to final approach to runway 36 with low clouds and rain causing reduced visibility.  

When the pilot rolled the wings level on final, he immediately hit the water in landing attitude 

500 yards short of the coast near the end of the runway.  The aircraft skipped once or twice and 

came to rest about 200 yards from the coast on the runway centerline.  The water impact caused 

the aircraft to lose all four propellers, all landing gear, and all wing pylons and the fuselage 

broke in two approximately in line with the propellers.  The aircraft sank up to the wings in 

seconds with the nose completely submerged.  The pilot in the left seat and navigator escaped 

out the pilot’s left window.  The pilot in the right seat and the flight mechanic were recovered 

from the nose section 4 days later.  Three passengers survived although they have no knowledge 

of how they exited the aircraft.  The cargo had broke loose, carrying the loadmaster out of the 

aircraft with it.  The aircraft sank in 25 feet of water about 42 minutes after the crash. 

 

Two crew members and two passengers were fatally injured.  They were Capt. Fred R. Tice, 

Pilot in Command but in the copilot seat; FM Walter O. Tramel, Flight Mechanic; Capt. Thomas 

J. Tolliver, Passenger; and Capt. David E. Benson, Passenger. 

 

One crew member and two passengers had major injuries.  They were A1C Edward F. Kirby, 

Loadmaster; 2/Lt. David T. Warden, Passenger; and Civ. Lewis Mancello, Passenger. 

 

One crew member and one passenger had minor injuries.  They were Capt. Richard D. Daigle, 

Navigator; and Capt. James J. Champlin, Passenger. 

 

One crew member had no injuries.  He was 1/Lt Edsel J. Deville, pilot flying the aircraft in the 

left seat.  He was a qualified Aircraft Commander in the C-130. 
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On 18 Sep 1965, Capt. Tom Tolliver 

was age 32 and Capt. David Benson was 

age 30, one month before his 31
st
 

birthday.  The Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Wall in Washington DC lists 

Capt. Thomas James Tolliver on Panel 

2E, row 89, and Capt. David Eugene 

Benson on Panel 2E, row 86. 

 

 

 

 

 Capt. Thomas Tolliver               Capt. David Benson 

 

Tom’s wife, Marilyn Tolliver, remarried in 1969 to Congregational minister Dwight Hoelscher.  

Dwight and Tom were good friends earlier.   Marilyn passed away suddenly on 10 Feb 1992.  “She 

had no siblings.  She was an amazingly strong woman packed inside a fragile frame,” said her 

son Jim. 

 

On 13 Dec 1997, James T. Tolliver, Tom’s eldest son, commented on the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Wall Message Board, “I was 9 when my father Capt. Thomas J. Tolliver was killed at 

Binh Dinh (Province) in 1965.  He was a FAC with the 20
th

 Tactical (Air) Support Squadron 

flying an L-19 (USAF O-1).  I would like to find friends of his who served with him there or 

stateside, specifically George Fey, Dick Corbett, Mr. O’Banion, or Colonel McDonald who was 

AF-ROTC Commander at Oregon State during the late ‘70s.” 

 

On 31 May 1999, Robert M. Daly (Captain, USAF, F-101 backseater) posted on the Virtual 

Vietnam Veterans Wall of Faces: “Judy (Bob’s wife) and I still remember … you and Marilyn 

(Tom’s wife) were great mentors to us both … had the greatest confidence in you as a backseater 

in your F-101 and as your navigator in the SCCA (Sports Car Club of America) rallies from 

1962 to early 1965.  Bob Daly.”  Tom’s son, James, also was a navigator at one of Tom’s SCCA 

rallies, where Tom tagged himself as “Rat Fink” (Fink is his mother’s maiden name). 

 

On 1 Jan 2005, James T. Tolliver (Tom’s eldest son) posted on the Virtual Vietnam Veterans 

Wall of Faces: “I was 9 when you were killed and memories of you and your friends were frozen 

in my mind.  I’d like to speak with some of them like Bob and Judy Daly.  She was my second 

grade teacher and I remember both very well and so many others.  Through the power of the 

internet, I managed to submit proof (in the year 2000) that you were posted in SEA as a FAC in 

time to have your name included on the FAC Memorial at Hurlburt Field.  You weren’t even in 

country long enough to reach your duty station and almost weren’t included.  While I’m on the 

subject of the FAC Memorial, I believe David Benson, who was killed on your flight, wasn’t 

included because they had no evidence he was there as a FAC.  I would like to do something 

about that (see below).” 
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During the reunion of Sept. 21-24, 2000 

at Fort Walton Beach, Florida, a memorial 

was dedicated to all FACs that died in 

Southeast Asia.  The memorial is in the 

Air Park on Hurlburt Field, Florida, 

among the planes that the FACs flew.  

The list of names read at the dedication 

included both Capt. Thomas J. Tolliver 

and Capt. David E. Benson.  Both of these 

FACs were listed on the FAC Memorial 

in Colorado Springs, Colorado, which 

was dedicated in October 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

Capt. Thomas Tolliver was buried at Jefferson Barracks National 

Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri (gravestone at right). 

 

In 2014, Tom’s eldest son, James Travis Tolliver, now 58, who 

was age 9 when his father died, said to biographer Richard 

Pierson, “I have a wealth of primary documents that I’ve used to 

patch together an image of a father who has been gone nearly 50 

years.  I would have gladly given him 30 years from the bank of 

my life so we could play catch once more, so he could watch his 

children grow up, flourish, marry and start the cycle over.  I 

would like to talk with him as a peer and enjoy a beer as we 

shared … memories.  That’s what we lost.  I wonder what he 

might have done had he come home and I am always a bit sentimental watching the reunion of a 

returning soldier with his family.” 

 

Capt. Thomas J. Tolliver was a Senior Pilot (star over 

wings) and his last medal count included the Presidential 

Unit Citation, the Air Force Commendation Medal 

(awarded posthumously), the Good Conduct Medal, the 

National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service 

Medal, the Air Force Longevity Ribbon, the Republic of 

Vietnam Gallantry Cross (awarded posthumously), and 

the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.  See the 

ribbons in that order at right. 

 

The Presidential Unit Citation is a ribbon decoration awarded to units of the 

United States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an 
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armed enemy.  It is a very high decoration and is equivalent to the Air Force Cross.  The unit 

must display such gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in accomplishing its mission 

under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions so as to set it apart from and above other 

units participating in the same campaign.  Capt. Tom Tolliver was entitled to wear this award 

when he was assigned as a Forward Air Controller to the 20
th

 Tactical Air Support Squadron in 

Vietnam even though he had not arrived at their home base. 

 

The Air Force Commendation Medal was awarded to Capt. Thomas J. 

Tolliver posthumously.  It is mid-level United States military decoration 

which is presented for sustained meritorious service.  The citation to 

accompany the award read: 

 

“Captain Thomas J. Tolliver distinguished himself by meritorious service 

while assigned to the RF-4C Category I and Category II Reconnaissance 

Sensor Test Program from 1 July 1963 to 1 June 1965.  During this period, 

Captain Tolliver’s outstanding professional skill, knowledge, and 

leadership aided immeasurably in identifying problem areas in the field of 

reconnaissance systems testing, and in developing and implementing test 

requirements and procedures capable of solving these problems.  His 

analysis of data requirements and data acquisition methods, coupled with 

overall superior staff work, enabled these test programs to start and proceed 

with a minimum of difficulties.  The distinctive accomplishments of 

Captain Tolliver reflect credit upon himself, the Air Force Systems 

Command, and the United States Air Force.” 

 

The RF-4C was a highly successful Air Force project.  The Air Force purchased 505 RF-4C 

Phantom II two-seat aircraft capable of over Mach 2.2 from McDonnell.  The F-4C had flight 

controls in both cockpits and the Air Force originally flew it with two pilots, but later replaced 

the rear cockpit crew position with a Weapons Systems Officer (WSO pronounced “wizzo”) 

rated as a Navigator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Conduct Medal           National Defense Service  Vietnam Service 
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The Good Conduct Medal is awarded to any active-duty enlisted member of the United States 

military who completes three consecutive years of “honorable and faithful service”.  Such 

service implies that the standard enlistment was completed without any non-judicial punishment, 

disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses.  During times of war (Korea until 27 Jul 1954), 

the Good Conduct Medal may be awarded for one year of faithful service (Aviation Cadets).  

The Good Conduct Medal shown here is the Army Good Conduct Medal which the Air Force 

used between 1947 and 1963. 

 

 

The National Defense Service Medal of the United States Armed Forces was established in 

1953 by President Eisenhower.  The medal is awarded to service members who served honorably 

during a designated time period of which a national emergency has been declared during a time 

of war or conflict.  The National Defense Service Medal is authorized for the following time 

periods:  Korean War June 27, 1950 - July 27, 1954; Vietnam War January 1, 1961 - August 14, 

1974; Persian Gulf War August 2, 1990 - November 30, 1995; Global War on Terrorism 

September 11, 2001 - January 1, 2014.  For each successive award of the medal a bronze star is 

added to the first medal.  Capt. Tom Tolliver had one bronze star for adding Vietnam to his 

Korean award. 

 

 

The Vietnam Service Medal is an award of the United States Armed Services established in 

1965 by President Johnson.  The Vietnam Service Medal is presented to any service member 

who served on temporary duty for more than 30 consecutive days, or 60 non-consecutive days, 

attached to or regularly serving for one, or more, days with an organization participating in or 

directly supporting ground (military) operations (applies to Capt. Tom Tolliver) or attached to or 

regularly serving for one, or more, days aboard a naval vessel directly supporting military 

operations in the Republic of Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos within the defined combat 

zone between the dates of November 15, 1961 and March 28, 1973 and from April 29, 1975 to 

April 30, 1975.  The Vietnam Service Medal is retroactive to 1961 and supersedes and replaces 

the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal which was issued for Vietnam service prior to 1965.  

The Department of Defense consolidated the different services campaigns into a list of 18 

campaigns.  A campaign star can be added to the medal and ribbon for each campaign served in, 

including the first one.  Thus, Capt. Tom Tolliver had one bronze campaign star on this award. 

 

 

The Air Force Longevity Service Award is a ribbon decoration and is 

awarded for completing four years of Active, Reserve, or Air National Guard 

service.  Service as a student at a United States Service Academy is 

creditable so long as the member graduated.  The ribbon is awarded to both officers and enlisted 

personnel.  A bronze oak leaf cluster (OLC) is added for each additional 4 years of service.  

Capt. Tolliver was three months short of 12 years of service when he died and therefore had only 

one bronze OLC on his Longevity ribbon. 
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The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross (right) is a foreign 

decoration awarded by the South Vietnamese government (Republic of 

Vietnam).  The Vietnamese Government issued the award to all units 

subordinate to Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV) during 

the period 8 Feb 1962 to 28 Mar 1973.  This permits all personnel who 

served in Vietnam to wear the RVN Gallantry Cross unit citation.  The 

medal was also awarded by the Vietnamese Government to military 

personnel who have accomplished deeds of valor or displayed heroic 

conduct while fighting the enemy and have been cited individually at the 

regiment, brigade, division, corps, or armed forces level.  Capt. Tolliver 

was awarded the medal posthumously by the Republic of Vietnam.  The 

original citation was in Vietnamese and interpreted in English by the 

Department of Defense and forwarded to Tom’s family.  The United 

States does not give the Purple Heart for injuries or death unless they 

were combat related (passengers in aircraft accidents are not awarded).  

However, the Republic of Vietnam saw Capt. Tolliver’s death as an act 

of valor since he was headed into battle on military orders. 

 

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal (left) is awarded by the 

South Vietnamese Government to members of the United States, 

Australian, and New Zealand military forces serving six months or more 

in support of Republic of Vietnam military operations.  The Medal may 

also be awarded to any service member who, while serving outside of 

Vietnam, provided direct combat support to the Republic of Vietnam 

armed forces for a period exceeding six months.  For those members who 

were wounded by an enemy force, captured by the enemy in the line of 

duty, or killed in action, the Vietnam Campaign Medal is automatically 

awarded regardless of total time served in Vietnam (the Republic of 

Vietnam considered Capt. Tom Tolliver to be killed in action).  The 

medal is issued with a device called the 1960 Bar.  The bar displays the 

date 1960 followed by a dash and a blank space.  This was caused by the 

Vietnam government’s desire to include both the beginning and end to 

the Vietnam War which it planned on winning over North Vietnam.  But 

since South Vietnam fell, and the government ceased to exist, an ending 

date for the 1960 Bar was never established. 

 

 

 

 

To Captain Thomas J. Tolliver, USAF, we salute, and lift our 

glasses in a toast to his skill, courage and honor.  His actions as 

a Pilot, Engineer, and Officer have greatly honored himself, his 

family, and USAF Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 55-N of 

which he is a member. 


